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Abstract

Background and Objective: For planners and commanders, a precise
understanding of the characteristics and coordinates of the battle zone
within an asymmetric environment—essential for leveraging
opportunities and capabilities—is of paramount importance. This
includes the application of passive defense principles and
considerations, grounded in a thorough assessment of the enemy’s
intentions, offensive power, and destructive potential. The objective of
this research is to identify the characteristics of the logistics and support
system of the Iranian Army Ground Force (NEZAJA) in relation to
asymmetric threats, through the lens of passive defense.

Methodology: This research is of an "applied-developmental” nature,
employing a descriptive (case-contextual) methodology with a mixed-
methods approach. A census (complete enumeration) of the statistical
population was conducted, and participants were selected using
purposive (judgmental) sampling, resulting in a sample size of 70
individuals. Data analysis involved the use of a questionnaire,
descriptive statistical tools (such as means and standard deviations), and
inferential statistical techniques, specifically the one-sample Student’s
t-test and Friedman’s ranking.

Findings: The findings of this research resulted in the identification of 8
components (accessibility, survivability, flexibility, responsiveness,
simplicity, continuity, mobility, and cost-effectiveness) and 63 specific
items characterizing the logistics and support system of the Iranian
Army Ground Force (NEZAJA) in the face of asymmetric threats,
framed within the context of passive defense

Conclusion: The characteristics of the Ground Force’s (NEZAJA)
logistics and support system—tailored to asymmetric threats and based
on a passive defense approach—are categorized into eight components.
Listed in order of their relative importance within the system’s
structure, they are: accessibility, survivability, flexibility,
responsiveness, simplicity, continuity, sufficient mobility, and cost-
effectiveness.
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Characteristics of the Nezaja Ready and Support System
Appropriate to Asymmetric Threats with a Passive Defense
Extended Abstract

Background and Objective:

Every war, whether small or large, limited or comprehensive, regional or global, equal or
unequal, must have a system and structure of readiness and support and a method of preparation
appropriate to it. In any type of operation and with any type of unit expansion, the armed forces
need a continuous, appropriate and effective support and preparation system to survive and carry
out their assigned missions. Changes in the way of fighting have had an impact on changes in the
way of supporting operational ranks and units, and the appropriate use of readiness and support
from the past to the present has always been the reason for the success of armies. Future wars
will be limited in time but in place and with a wide intensity of action, with precise, intelligent
weapons and high destructive power. The characteristics of the unequal threat make it necessary
to apply the principles of passive defense. Today's war is, in fact, a war between support
systems. The more powerful an army's support system is, the stronger the army's defense
capability, deterrence power, operational capability, and tolerance (Bagheri, 2018: 166). The
prediction and ability to carry out timely replacement of combat forces, delivery of items and
supplies needed for combat, especially food supplies for combat forces, their transportation and
movement, and even the ability to evacuate the wounded in a timely manner have a direct impact
on the combat readiness and defensive and combat capabilities of the forces, and the failure to
carry out any of the above items alone can pave the way for the defeat of any system unit
(Ahdian, 2015: 45). The very rapid changes in technology, science, and military equipment,
especially equipment in the field of space and fighter aircraft, have led to the emergence of very
important and effective concepts such as unequal threats in the field of military affairs, including
methods of preparation and support (Bagheri, 2018: 175). According to experts, future wars will
be wars with short-term, high-intensity, and high-speed characteristics. In the current situation,
the nature and form of wars and threats have changed significantly, and asymmetric threats are
one of its forms. Accordingly, developing -capabilities, identifying weaknesses and
vulnerabilities, and trying to reduce them are fundamental issues. Effective response both in
peacetime and in high-pressure war conditions is a characteristic of an efficient readiness and
support system (Mir Samii, 2016: 45).

Methodology:

This research is applied-developmental. The method of conducting this research is descriptive
(case-contextual) with a mixed approach. The sample size of the statistical population was the
whole number and the sampling method was based on the purposeful judgment method and 70
people were selected. In different stages of this research, the library method and the field method
were used to collect data and information. In this research, an attempt was made to first analyze
the components and requirements of designing the characteristics of the readiness and support
system of the NZAJA against asymmetric threats with a passive defense approach. Then, the
activities of the areas in question were determined and by designing a conceptual model of
research and indexing, the status of all variables of the research subject in the ground force of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Army was studied. The spatial scope of this research includes all
territorial areas of the mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army Ground Force. The thematic
scope of the research is in the field of readiness and support of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Army Ground Force. Analysis of research findings: In order to explain the characteristics of
readiness and support systems with asymmetric threats, first, a vulnerability factor analysis is
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carried out using the Smart PLS Statistical Software. In this regard, the model that has been
tested indicates the direct effect of the characteristics of the readiness and support system in
asymmetric environmental environments on the tasks and the direct effect of asymmetric threat
environments on the functions and characteristics of the readiness and support system of
equipment with asymmetric threats. With this aim, the components determined for the
characteristics of the readiness and support system and support and finally the components
related to the characteristics of asymmetric environmental environments are introduced on
passive defense in the form of separate tables. (In order to use these components and
propositions in creating the general graph of the referenced model, a short English name has
been determined for each component and each component.) The questionnaire analysis has been
proposed. Considering that the research questionnaire is based on library and documentary
studies, in addition to using expert opinions, in the form of an interview, and has been reviewed
and revised in several stages, it has acceptable validity. Based on Cronbach's alpha for the
questionnaire reporting the characteristics of the readiness and support system, it has been
concluded that the questionnaire also has researchable reliability.
Findings:
Theoretical study and statistical analysis and research findings resulted in drawing a model of the
characteristics of the NZAJA readiness and support system in accordance with the passive
defense approach and path coefficients and factor loads. For this purpose and considering the
applicability of the type of research, first, while examining the concepts and history of the
subject and research literature based on documents, documents and regulations related to the
subject, an attempt was made to provide the necessary data to answer the research question while
answering the research question. Finally, the characteristics of the NZAJA readiness and support
system in accordance with the threats that are not aligned with the passive defense approach have
been categorized into 8 components, which are in order of importance in the structure of the
readiness and support system: accessibility- survivability- flexibility- responsiveness - simplicity
-continuity-sufficient mobility-economy. Under each component, the characteristics of the
readiness and support system are presented in order of role and importance in the structure of the
system.
Conclusion:
The theoretical review, statistical analysis, and research findings culminated in the development
of a model for the characteristics of the Ground Force (NEZAJA) logistics and support system,
aligned with a passive defense approach—including the determination of path coefficients and
factor loadings. Given the applied nature of this research, the study began by examining the
relevant concepts, historical background, and existing literature—drawing upon pertinent
documents, records, and regulations—to address the research question and gather the necessary
data. Ultimately, the characteristics of the NEZAJA logistics and support system, tailored to
asymmetric threats and a passive defense framework, were categorized into eight components.
Ranked by their relative importance within the system's structure, these are: accessibility,
survivability, flexibility, responsiveness, simplicity, continuity, sufficient mobility, and cost-
effectiveness.

Keywords: Mobility, Operations, Asymmetric Threats, Passive Defense.
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