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Article type: Objective: The present study was conducted with the aim of
. systematically combining qualitative studies of the development of higher

Research Article education among selected armies of the world.

Methodology: The research method was qualitative, meta-synthesis type
and the research population was all documents and valid academic reports
conducted in the field of higher education development, in the period
from 2014 to 2024. Accordingly, by referring to the documents and
Received reports of students sent to doctoral and master's courses abroad, the
27 August 2025 databases of the Deputy for Education and Training and the Command
and Staff University of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army were searched,
Received in revised and 52 scientific reports in the desired field were reviewed and finally 27
reports were purposefully selected as a sample and the Cohen's kappa
form 10 October 2025 coefficient tool was used to evaluate and confirm the quality of the
Accepted content of the documents. The data obtained from document analysis were
analyzed using the open and axial coding method. In total, 145 codes, 33
20 October 2025 categories and 7 concepts were identified.
Published online Findings: The most important concepts identified include “1- Core
25 October 2025 elements of ed_ucation 2- University accommc_)dation 3- Education
approach, teaching method and student preparation 4- Supplementary
Keywords: educational programs 5- Organizational alignment 6- Infrastructure,
support, management and 7- Evaluation process”.
Conclusion: The findings of this research can help the researchers in this

Article history:

Development,

Military Higher field to understand the dimensions of the development of military higher
education, especially in friendly and aligned countries, and to contribute
Education, to the development of military higher education by establishing strong

. defense diplomacy.
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Presenting a conceptual framework for the development of higher
education in selected armies of the world with a meta-synthesis
approach

Extended Abstract

Background and Objective:

In order to develop its higher education with the transformation approach it is pursuing today,
the Islamic Republic of Iran Army needs to make the most significant orientation and investment
in the field of higher education, considering the multiple mission areas that have been defined for
it. Although the army is trying to use the most up-to-date scientific achievements in its training
in a practical way, the lack of theoretical literature in the field of the current state of development
of higher education among selected armies of the world is one of the main reasons that made
addressing this issue inevitable; Therefore, the present study aimed to systematically combine
several qualitative studies in order to create a more comprehensive concept of the development
of higher education among selected armies of the world, based on extracting new meanings and
deepening them in a coherent conceptual framework and with a qualitative and meta-synthesis
research design. Finally, 145 codes, 33 categories, and 7 main concepts were identified, which
can open a clearer path in the field of study for researchers in this field.

Methodology

The method of conducting this research is qualitative and due to the multifaceted nature of the
subject and its complexity and the possibility of a correct understanding of the hidden layers and
implicit meanings of the studies conducted, the type of metasynthesis was chosen. Metasynthesis
is a structure that goes beyond the sum of its parts. In fact, this method, while remaining faithful
to the findings of each study, offers new interpretations of them, which result in an
understanding beyond the existing results (Sandelowski & Barroso, 2007). By combining the
findings of primary qualitative research, metasynthesis methods can, in addition to focusing on
the context, make the results of these studies generalizable and address the concern that the
results of qualitative research are not generalizable outside the context in which they were
created. The research population was all documents, academic reports, and qualitative and mixed
articles conducted in Persian and English in the field of higher education development, in the
period from 1393 to 1403 AH. Accordingly, by studying articles related to the development of
military higher education, which was conducted through a systematic review method, referring
to documents and reports of students sent to doctoral and master's courses abroad, subject
headings, specialized dictionaries in the field under study, Persian and Latin keywords related to
the title, abstract, keywords and text of scientific reports were searched in the databases of the
Deputy of Training and Education of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army, the Deputy of Training
and Education of the Army Command and Staff University, the Management of Postgraduate
Education and International Relations. It is worth noting that 52 scientific reports in the field in
question were reviewed and finally 27 reports were purposefully selected as a sample and the
Cohen's Kappa coefficient tool was used to evaluate and verify the quality of the content of the
documents. The data obtained from document analysis were analyzed using the open and axial
coding method.

Findings
Although the framework outlined in this study is similar to the results and findings of other
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studies in some areas, it is different from the perspective that, with a more holistic and
comprehensive view, it follows the meta-synthesis steps (Sandelowski & Barroso's seven steps
of the meta-synthesis research method (2007)) and explains and analyzes various aspects of the
phenomenon of military higher education development. In fact, this study is the first study that
comprehensively and extensively examines and analyzes the concepts and dimensions of military
higher education development with a meta-synthesis approach and presents a comprehensive and
valuable perspective in the aforementioned field that can take an effective step towards
educational transformation in the approach of military educational managers. As a result of the
review, analysis and synthesis of the findings in 27 selected scientific reports, a total of 145
codes, 33 categories and 7 concepts were identified, and the most important concepts identified
include "1- Main elements of education 2- University accommodation 3- Education approach,
teaching method and student preparation 4- Supplementary training programs 5- Organizational
Alignment, 6- Infrastructure, Support, Management, and 7- Evaluation Process.

Conclusion

The results of this study show that all dimensions related to the concept of military higher
education development are interconnected in various ways; both at the macro and micro levels.
These dimensions, in a reciprocal and corresponding manner, affect each other and, in other
words, in general, this study presents a very comprehensive and positive picture of an advanced,
up-to-date and comprehensive educational institution. Such military higher education institutions
focus on:

High quality of faculty and learners: attracting the best and teaching by the best; Comprehensive
and applied content: covering all dimensions needed for future leaders; Modern and participatory
educational approach: active, practical student and critical thinking; Strong support for the well-
being of students and families: importance to human and social aspects; Advanced and
technology-oriented infrastructure: readiness for any situation; Organizational alignment and
transformational leadership: a structured structure and dynamic culture; and Comprehensive and
continuous evaluation: real assessment of skills and applied knowledge; They paint a picture of a
modern, flexible educational institution committed to training efficient and knowledgeable
military officers and specialists, and can be a successful and outstanding example in the field of
strategic and military education at the international level, which strives to train comprehensive
leaders, mastering up-to-date knowledge and with high practical abilities. This is a "school"”, not
just an "administration model."

These results can help administrators and researchers in this field to understand the various
dimensions and aspects of the development of military higher education, especially in friendly
and aligned countries, and to contribute to the development of military higher education by
establishing strong defense diplomacy.

Although the above interpretations of the findings of the present study may be a window to new
studies for researchers in the field of military higher education, in interpreting and applying the
results, the limitations of the study should be considered and the findings should be viewed
within this framework. The results of this study are limited to 27 scientific reports that were
selected in a purposeful manner and according to the acceptance criteria mentioned in this study;
However, there may be other studies in the databases that were not included in this study.
Another limitation is that the results of this study are purely a function of qualitative studies and
their interpretation is based on the authors' personal assumptions.

Keywords: Development, Military Higher Education, Metasynthesis.
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