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Abstract

Background and Objective: Evaluating any curriculum is a necessity, and in
the Command and Staff Course of Dafoos there are two types of program
evaluation and the evaluation of students' competencies, which were the subject
and purpose of this research.

Methodology: The method used in this research is a qualitative/quantitative
mix, in the qualitative part, the interpretive process of analyzing the themes with
the interview tool and 29 samples, and in the quantitative part, the survey with
the questionnaire tool and a sample of 149 people. The first statistical
population was made up of professors and officials, and the quantitative part
consisted of graduates of The 33rd term of the Command and Staff of Dafoos.
Findings: In the evaluation of the curriculum, the findings showed that only a
few elements of the curriculum are considered, not all elements, however, the
results obtained are used to modify and improve the program. In the evaluation
of student competencies, a diverse range of methods is used and feedback is
given to students. In addition, the evaluation results are considered to some
extent in the appointments of officers. There is a difference between the
opinions of professors commanders and students about the quality of
evaluations. Overall, the students evaluated in the DAFOOS course were not
considered desirable.

Conclusion: According to the findings, it seems that the evaluations should be
reviewed and changes and amendments should be made to them to increase their
effectiveness and student satisfaction.
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Evaluations in the
Command and Staff Course of DAFOQOS
Extended Abstract

Background and Objective:

Evaluation in the work environments, and educational/ academic environments is one of the
important pillars of management. The present study aims to evaluate two types of “"curriculum
evaluation" and "student competency evaluation” in the Command and Staff Course of
DAFOOS.

The problem is the lack of sufficient external research on the evaluation methods of military
university courses and their effectiveness evaluation. Educational evaluation is important in
improving and enhancing the curriculum and discovering its strengths and weaknesses
curriculums. Evaluating any curriculum, especially the curriculum for training the country's
military commanders, is of great necessity, sensitivity, and importance, and the role of the
Command and Staff University (DAFOQS) is extremely decisive in this regard. Therefore,
this article uses both qualitative and quantitative methods until it is possible to identify
weaknesses and solutions to address them while emphasizing strengths and providing
practical suggestions for improving them. Evaluation methods have developed throughout
history. Eisner (1994) in his humanistic expert evaluation model considers it a type of art that
must be performed by trained experts on a par with experts in recognizing the authenticity of
works of art. "Although performance evaluation is an activity that is tied to the formation of
human group life, the use of its formal systems at the individual and organizational levels was
popularized by Owen (1800) in the Scottish textile industry" (Karami, 2019). The first formal
attempt at assessment in the Western world was reported in 1845 in the performance of
American schools and is a method that still retains its full importance.

In this method, measuring learners' academic achievement scores is considered only a
component of educational evaluation, not an entire comprehensive evaluation system. In Iran,
from the 1940s to the present, the country's educational evaluation system has undergone
several changes (Janbashi, 2010, quoted by Golzari, 2014). In the field of evaluation of
military curricula, the Canadian Department of Defense (2024), the Perry International
Military Center (2024), Sylvester (2019), Urich (2018), and Ashford (2018) have conducted
valuable studies, the results of which are presented in the article.

Methodology:

In this research, the philosophy of the work is interpretive and realistic, the approach is
inductive, and the strategies are archival, the survey, and the categorization of concepts. The
method used is a mixed qualitative/quantitative method, which in the qualitative part is the
interpretive method of analyzing the themes with the interview tool and 29 samples, and in the
quantitative part, the survey with the questionnaire tool and a sample of 149 people. The first
statistical population was professors and officials, and in the quantitative part, the graduates of
the 33rd term of the Command and Staff of the DAFOOS AJA, and the time horizon was the
academic year 2023.

Findings:

The findings of the evaluation of the Dafoos course curriculum showed that in the university,
only a few elements of the curriculum are considered, not all elements, by these descriptions,
the results obtained in modifying and improving the program are used well. In evaluating the
student qualifications, a diverse range of methods is used and feedback is also given to
students recently. In addition, Evaluation results are only slightly considered in officer
appointments. There is a difference between the opinions of professors, commanders and
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students about the quality of evaluations. Overall, student evaluations in the Dafoos period
were not considered desirable.

Conclusion:

According to the findings, it seems that the evaluations of the DAFOOS AJA during the
Command and Staff Course should be reviewed and changes and amendments should be
made to them to increase the effectiveness and satisfaction of students.

Ignoring students' opinions about themselves and their colleagues in 360-degree evaluations
and the weak validity of the opinions of professors of specific courses about the competence
of students are among the limitations of the current evaluation methods that were pointed out
by the respondents. Given the positive role of providing feedback from assessments to
students (especially competency assessments), it seems that continuing and improving the
quality of this type of feedback, coupled with a proposed empowerment program, could be
very useful and effective in achieving the university's goals of training knowledgeable and
capable commanders.

Keywords: military curriculum, curriculum evaluation, student evaluation.
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