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Objective: Just as the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) is
regarded as a perfect exemplar for the faithful—and arguably for all of
humanity—he also serves as an exemplary model in the domain of
military leadership. However, the specific components of the Prophet’s
military leadership have yet to be systematically identified, nor have
their implications for the modern world been thoroughly analyzed. This
study aims to identify the key components of the Prophet Muhammad’s
(PBUH) military leadership as presented in the Qur’an and to articulate
their relevance to contemporary global contexts.

Methodology: This study employed a documentary and library-based
research method, utilizing descriptive analysis. In line with the research
questions, selected exegetical texts (tafsir) from both Shi'a and Sunni
traditions were examined to extract relevant insights from the Qur’anic
discourse.

Findings: The findings reveal that the Qur’anic components of the
Prophet’s military leadership include: divine motivation for engaging in
jihad; encouragement toward jihad; adherence to justice and equality;
personal presence on the battlefield; patience; perseverance and
steadfastness; modest living and social interaction; discipline, order, and
oversight; and remembrance of God and acts of worship.

Conclusion: The Holy Qur’an delineates certain elements of the Prophet
Muhammad’s (PBUH) military leadership that can be utilized across
various domains of management, particularly within Islamic societies.
Identifying and interpreting the divinely inspired principles of military
leadership for contemporary application enables armed forces
organizations to more effectively fulfill their roles and responsibilities.
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Military Leadership from the Perspective of the Holy

Qur’an and Its Implications for the Contemporary
World

Mohammad Amini Tehrani' | Ahmad dehdar® | Ali Aqasafari®

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Military management refers to the exercise of authority and
responsibility by individuals serving in the armed forces,
derived from their position, rank, or duty, in order to fulfill
designated organizational missions (Rashidzadeh, 2011, p. 7).
In this context, effective command is defined by its ability to
inspire subordinates and facilitate goal attainment through the
cultivation of faith, discipline, training, and a coherent
organizational culture (Rashidzadeh, 2004). Sun Tzu famously
described the commander as the nation's "wall and fortress.” If
this fortress is intact and well-constructed, the nation is secure;
if it is compromised, national weakness ensues (Sun Tzu, 2010,
p. 57). Thus, command is central to the strength and
advancement of military forces. Despite significant progress in
science, technology, and the equipping of modern armies, a
prevailing challenge remains: the absence of a management
model that harmonizes with divine revelation while addressing
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the complex realities of contemporary human organizations.
Today, as the world confronts growing injustice and
increasingly sophisticated forms of leadership, there is a
heightened need for sound, principled, and systematic
command. Such leadership, it is argued, must be grounded in an
incorruptible and impartial source—the Holy Qur’an (Darvishi,
2013). The Qur’anic teachings encompass the principles
necessary for guiding individuals and managing societies. They
call humanity to self-reflection and reproach those who fail to
engage in critical thought (Safri, 2010, p. 1). Every culture and
civilization develops its own models of management and
leadership; for Muslims, the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is
both a moral exemplar and a paradigm of ideal leadership (Al-
Ahzab, 33:21). In the modern era, institutional success is
increasingly contingent upon managerial competence and
effectiveness. Management models informed by Islamic
teachings are believed to offer particular efficacy. Although the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is widely regarded as an
exemplary figure for humanity—including in military
contexts—systematic identification of the key components of
his military leadership remains underexplored. Moreover, the
potential implications of this model for contemporary global
challenges have yet to be fully examined. This study, therefore,
aims to identify the essential components of the Prophet
Muhammad’s (PBUH) military leadership, as presented in the
Holy Qur’an, and to elucidate their significance for
contemporary military and organizational contexts.

Methodology
This research employed a descriptive methodology, with data

collected through document analysis and library-based studies.
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In response to the research questions, a range of exegetical
sources from both Shi‘a and Sunni traditions were examined to
identify relevant Qur‘anic interpretations and insights pertaining
to the Prophet’s military leadership.

Findings

The findings showed that the Qur'anic components of the
Prophet's military management include: the divine motive of
Jihad; Encouragement to jihad; Observance of justice and
equality; field presence in wars and battle scenes; Patience
stability and resistance; simple living and socializing; order,
discipline and supervision; It is remembrance and worship. And
it included numerous actions before, during, and after the war.

Conclusion

The study’s findings underscore that the Qur’an outlines a
multifaceted and principled model of military leadership as
embodied by the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). These
components, rooted in divine guidance, can inform
contemporary approaches to leadership in both military and
organizational settings, particularly within Islamic societies. By
identifying and applying these principles in the context of
modern institutions—especially those within the armed
forces—Ileaders can enhance mission effectiveness and
organizational productivity. More broadly, the implementation
of a divinely inspired military leadership model contributes to
the fulfillment of ethical obligations, the promotion of justice,
and the cultivation of spiritual integrity within the structure of
command.
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