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Objective: One of the richest sources of religious knowledge in the
field of defense is Nahj al-Balagha, which contains the strategies and
guidance of Imam Ali (A.S.) on this subject. This study aims to
identify, extract, integrate the content, and model these teachings
within the framework of a military doctrine.

Methodology: This research is conducted within the interpretivist
paradigm, adopting a qualitative approach and utilizing thematic
analysis. The data sources include the military teachings of Nahj al-
Balagha, which were selected through purposeful sampling and
analyzed using a network of themes as the primary tool.

Findings: The identified teachings were integrated into ten main
categories, which include: belief competencies, value competencies,
moral competencies, personality capabilities, cognitive capabilities,
emotional capabilities, military behavior teachings, martial arts,
divine mission orientation, and seeking proximity and divine
satisfaction. The interconnections among these categories were also
presented in the form of a multi-level model.

Conclusion: The human-centered, ethics-oriented, and value-driven
nature of defense organizations in Islamic societies is a distinct
feature that influences their military doctrine at all three levels. The
model presented in this study can contribute to a better
understanding of the mission, professional ethics of military service,
required competencies for military personnel, and leadership styles
in defense organizations within Islamic societies.
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Modeling the Military Doctrine Based on the Teachings
of Nahj al-Balagha

Habibollah Sayari', Naser Asgari

Introduction

Military doctrine encompasses the fundamental principles,
ideas, beliefs, teachings, and theories that a nation accepts and
supports (Lall et al., 2021). These doctrines guide the planning
and application of military power at both the national and
executive levels (Danesh Ashtyani & Rostami, 2016). As an
intellectual and theoretical foundation, military doctrine is
heavily influenced by the cultural, religious, and political
beliefs of the nation’s political and military leaders (Shamloo,
2022). One of the richest sources of religious knowledge in the
field of defense is Nahj al-Balagha, which contains the
strategies and guidelines of Imam Ali in this regard. This study
aims to identify, extract, integrate, and model these teachings
into a comprehensive military doctrine.

Methodology

This research follows an interpretive paradigm with a
qualitative approach to data type and analysis. From a purpose-
driven perspective, the research is practical, as its findings can
be applied to promote military practices based on Islamic
teachings in defense organizations. This study was conducted
with an exploratory and inductive approach, employing
thematic analysis in three stages of coding (Kiger et al., 2020).
The sources of research data include the military teachings
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within Nahj al-Balagha, and the data collection method
involved a review of related documents.

Findings

The identified teachings were organized into ten main categories,
with their interrelationships presented in a seven-layer model.
The first layer of the model addresses the military’s ideological
competencies, which are essential for providing meaning and
value to military service. These competencies enhance the
military's readiness for struggle and sacrifice in defense of their
ideals and beliefs. The second layer encompasses the military’s
value and moral competencies, which arise from the ideological
foundation and reflect adherence to values grounded in the
monotheistic and ethical worldview of Islam. Moral
competencies are closely linked to value competencies, as
morality inherently involves values and refers to desirable
actions or behaviors. The third layer highlights individual
capabilities, which include personality, cognitive, and emotional
competencies. The fourth layer focuses on the behavioral
teachings of militarism, which represent the external and
objective manifestations of military qualifications. These
behaviors directly impact military objectives, missions, and the
well-being of both military personnel and society. The fifth layer
addresses the ritual of war, subdivided into four categories:
epicism, ethics in battle, combat enablers, and humanistic
command. The sixth layer concerns divine mission-orientation,
which defines the existential philosophy and purpose of military
forces from Imam Ali’s perspective. The final layer underscores
that all efforts undertaken by military personnel in the execution
of their mission are driven by a deep commitment to
monotheism, aiming for closeness to God and divine approval.
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Conclusion

The mission and operations of defense organizations depend on
the underlying defense doctrine, which is influenced by the
intellectual, philosophical, and religious beliefs and teachings
that guide it. The humanistic, ethical, and value-driven nature of
defense organizations in Islamic societies is a distinguishing
characteristic that impacts military doctrine at all levels. The
model presented in this study enhances understanding of the
mission, professional ethics of militarism, required competencies
for military personnel, and leadership styles in defense
organizations within Islamic societies. This model contributes to
a deeper knowledge and understanding of the military ethos in
Islamic thought, and can serve as a framework for developing
military doctrine, defense strategies, policies, commander
selection, and military programs.
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