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Objective: The sense of security is a psychological and social
phenomenon with multiple dimensions. This feeling stems from
individuals’ objective and acquired experiences of their surrounding
conditions and situations. The aim of this study is to assess the level
of perceived security among residents of selected areas in the city of
Tabriz, based on the principles of second-generation Crime
Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED).

Methodology: This descriptive-applied research employed both
fieldwork and documentary methods for data collection. For statistical
analysis, descriptive statistics and correlation methods (for inferential
findings) were utilized.

Findings: According to the results, the highest average sense of
security reported by residents pertained to the “connection with areas
outside the neighborhood” index (52.11), while the lowest was
associated with the “threshold capacity” index (50.06). The overall
mean of perceived security was 51.16. The average perceived sense of
security among females and males was 50.02 and 52.25, respectively.
A positive and significant correlation was observed between
perceived security and the indices of collective culture, external
neighborhood connectivity, threshold capacity, and social cohesion (p
<0.001).

Conclusion: An increase in each of the indices—collective culture,
connection with areas outside the neighborhood, threshold capacity,
and social cohesion—is likely to enhance the perceived sense of
security among residents in the selected areas of Tabriz.
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An Investigation into the Perceived Sense of Security in
the Develonment of Domestic Defense and Local
Prevention bv Residents of Selected Areas in Tabriz
Based on Second-Generation CPTED Principles

Pouya Pourabbas'® | Amir Mesbah Kia?| Minou Gharehbaglou®
Extended Abstract

Introduction

While security is a social phenomenon, it is also inherently a
subjective experience. The sense of security may originate from
internal psychological states or be influenced by the
surrounding environment in which individuals live (Satarzadeh,
2016). As Bapiri (2015) notes, this feeling is inherently
subjective and cannot be defined in isolation, but rather in
relation to the presence or absence of perceived threats.
Second-generation principles of Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design (CPTED) include collective culture,
external neighborhood connectivity, capacity thresholds, and
social cohesion.

This study aims to examine the perceived sense of security
among residents in selected areas of Tabriz (specifically,
neighborhoods within District 2, which are predominantly
middle-class). Evaluating the second-generation CPTED
principles in these areas and assessing their influence on
perceived safety may offer insights into the dimensions of
urban security and provide applicable strategies for
metropolises ~ with  similar ~ socio-spatial ~ dynamics.
The hypotheses of this study are as follows:

1. Second-generation CPTED principles significantly
contribute to the development of domestic defense and
enhancement of perceived security in selected areas of
Tabriz.
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2. These principles exert an equal impact on the perceived
security of both male and female residents in the target
areas.

Methodology

This applied study employed a descriptive-analytical design
with a quantitative research approach. Data were collected
using a standardized questionnaire based on second-generation
CPTED principles tailored to medium-sized urban areas. The
sampling method was non-probabilistic  (convenience
sampling), including all individuals willing to participate.

A total of 189 questionnaires were collected, of which 161
were deemed valid after excluding incomplete or invalid
responses. Face validity was used to evaluate the research
instrument's validity, and reliability was assessed using
Cronbach’s alpha. With a Cronbach’s alpha of 0.843 (above the
0.7 threshold), the instrument demonstrated acceptable internal
consistency and data normality.

Findings

Table 1: Mean of second generation CPTED principles and sense of
security by gender in selected areas of Tabriz metropolis

Total Female Male
Indicators Mean(+SD)

Collective culture 50. 46(5. 96) 48.16(6.31)  52.68(4. 66)

Communication with 52. 11(5. 38) 51.01(5.84) 53.17(4. 68)
outside the neighborhood

Capacity threshold 50. 06(5. 78) 49.30(6.34) 50.79(5.12)

Social cohesion 52.01(5. 16) 51.63(5.47)  52.38(4. 85)

Sense of security (overall) 51.16(4.17) 50.02(4.48)  52.25(3.55)

As shown in Table 1, the overall average sense of security across
all regions was 51.16, with men reporting a slightly higher
average (52.25) compared to women (50.02). Among the
CPTED principles, “communication with outside areas” scored
highest (mean = 52.11), while “capacity threshold” scored the
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lowest (mean = 50.06). These findings provide insights into the
spatial and social variations in perceived security and reflect
gender-based differences in perception.

Table 2: Correlation between second-generation CPTED principles and
the variable "'feeling of safety' and ranking of factors affecting the
feeling of safety.

Indicators Pearson P. Mean Rating
coefficient value
Collective culture 0. 745 0.001 2.87 3
Communication with outside 0. 745 0. 001 3.51 1
the neighborhood
Capacity threshold 0. 785 0.001 = 2.65 4
Social cohesion 0. 720 0. 001 3.15 2

As presented in Table 2, all four CPTED principles are
positively and significantly correlated with the perceived sense
of security (p < 0.001). The strongest correlation was observed
with “capacity threshold” (r = 0.785), while “social cohesion”
had the weakest, though still strong, correlation (r = 0.720). The
Friedman test was employed to rank these factors based on their
mean values. The results indicate that “communication with
outside areas” has the most substantial impact on perceived
security, followed by “social cohesion,” “collective culture,”
and “capacity threshold.”

Conclusion

This study concludes that the perceived sense of security among
residents of selected areas in Tabriz is significantly influenced
by four core second-generation CPTED principles: collective
culture, external neighborhood connectivity, capacity threshold,
and social cohesion. All variables demonstrated a positive and
significant relationship with perceived security.

Among these, “communication with outside areas” was found
to have the greatest impact, underscoring the importance of
external connectivity, social engagement, and integration in
fostering urban safety. Positive interactions and active external
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connections appear to strengthen community belonging and
mitigate insecurity.

“Social cohesion” and “collective culture” were also key
contributors to a heightened sense of security, while “capacity
threshold,” despite ranking lowest, still played a meaningful
role.

These findings can inform urban planning and internal defense
strategies by emphasizing the importance of enhancing social
relations and inter-neighborhood connectivity to create safer
and more cohesive urban environments.
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