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Objective: The development of scientific, educational, and
research collaborations requires extensive investigation and
study, which is the focus of this research. The aim is to
identify the development of defensive diplomacy of the
Iranian Army Command and Staff University with friendly
and allied countries through a scientific research approach.
Method: This study is applied in terms of its objective and
descriptive in terms of method. The researcher utilized an
exploratory mixed-method approach for data analysis. In
the qualitative analysis process, dimensions and features
were identified using a data-driven method, followed by
path modeling using the Fornell-Larcker criterion. The
statistical population for the quantitative section of the
study consisted of 87 professors at the lranian Army
Command and Staff University in 2022, and sampling was
done using Cochran’s table with simple random sampling.
Therefore, 81 questionnaires, designed using the Likert
scale, were distributed, and the data were analyzed using
Smart PLS software.

Findings: Based on the analysis of the codes extracted by
the experts, three main categories were identified and
classified: 1. Education with 10 subcategories, 2. Research
with 9 subcategories, and 3. Requirements with 10
subcategories.

Conclusion: The results of this research in the form of
suggestions and based on the findings have been presented
to the vice president of training and education, the vice
president of planning and budgeting, the vice president of
information and Command and Staff University.
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Development of Educational-Research and Defensive
Diplomacy at the Command and Staff University of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Army

Mahdi Ouria®

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Defense diplomacy serves as a cornerstone of national defense policy,
enabling states to secure and sustain strategic interests while fostering
regional and global security. By bridging defense sectors across
nations—whether aligned or divergent in strategic priorities—it plays
a pivotal role in advancing peace and stability within security
architectures, thereby supporting broader foreign policy objectives.
Central to this endeavor is the integration of scientific, educational,
and research collaboration into diplomatic frameworks. Such
synergies not only enhance trust and stability among regional and
extra-regional actors but also mitigate adversarial competition. For
instance, the Command and Staff University of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Army has institutionalized defense diplomacy through student
exchanges with allied nations, including China, Pakistan, and Russia.
However, while these initiatives align with national directives such as
the Comprehensive Scientific Map and the Armed Forces’
International Relations Guidelines, their scope remains insufficient to
fully realize strategic goals. As the premier institution for training
military leaders, the University must expand its scientific and
educational outreach to address evolving security challenges. This
study thus employs a rigorous methodological framework to identify
actionable strategies and stakeholders critical to advancing the
University’s defense educational-research diplomacy with allied

'Assistant Professor, Cyberpolitics Research Institute, AJA Command and staff
University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: Mahdi.ouria@chmail.ir
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nations, addressing the core question: How can the Command and
Staff University systematically develop its defense diplomacy through
academic and research collaboration?
Methodology
This applied research adopts a mixed-methods exploratory approach
(qualitative-quantitative). The quantitative phase surveyed 87 faculty
members of the Command and Staff University in 2022—2023, with 81
participants selected via Cochran’s formula using simple random
sampling. Data were collected through Likert-scale questionnaires and
analyzed via Smart PLS software.
Findings
Three thematic axes emerged from expert-coded analysis:
1. Education:
« Student/faculty exchanges
« Joint short-term skill courses
» Development of future war-oriented curricula
« Multilingual faculty training
« International publication of educational materials
 Collaborative strategic documents (e.g., memoranda of
understanding)
« Cross-border content sharing and team-based curriculum design
2. Research:
« Joint conferences and academic tourism programs
« Collaborative research projects and publications
« Combined military exercises
» Shared R&D centers
« International research delegations
3. Prerequisites:
« Strategic foresight and infrastructure investment
« Budget allocation aligned with national priorities
 Cross-cultural competency and communication protocols
« Policy frameworks (strategic goals, standards, coordination
mechanisms)
« Residential and digital infrastructure (e.g., virtual platforms)
Conclusion
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This study delineates a novel framework for defense educational-
research diplomacy, extending beyond prior literature by empirically
identifying context-specific requirements for the Command and Staff
University. While existing research informs foundational knowledge,
this work uniquely addresses gaps in operationalizing defense
diplomacy within military academia. By aligning findings with the
strategic needs of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army, the study
provides actionable insights for institutionalizing collaborative
defense education and research, thereby enhancing the University’s
role as a global security partner.
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