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Objective: This study aims to introduce information literacy
and its impact on guiding training soldiers toward more
effective and deeper implementation of civil defense strategies.
Method: The statistical population of this study consists of
250 individuals in Camp 04 Imam Reza (AS), using a census
sampling method. This study explores the level of familiarity
and awareness regarding online social networks and their
results, which are employed in this report to reveal the effect
of familiarity with social networks and information literacy on
civil defense.

Findings: The results indicate that the importance and role of
civil defense in enhancing national deterrence capacity,
alongside the positive impact of virtual social networks on it,
necessitate a special focus on social media networks and media
literacy to improve and enhance civil defense capabilities.
Conclusion: The results of the study, using structural
equation modeling (LISREL), show a positive and significant
effect of virtual social networks on civil defense, with media
literacy acting as a mediating factor.
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Investigating the Use of Virtual Social Networks in Civil
Defense Considering the Mediating Effect of Information

Literacy
Sajjad Farhang® |, Mehdi Samimi?

Extended Abstract

Introduction

New media have become an inseparable part of modern life, to the
extent that many daily activities are now inconceivable without them.
With the rapid advancement of communication technologies and the
strategic significance of training camps in the current era—
particularly their potential to positively influence conscripted
soldiers—this study seeks to expand research in the area of
information literacy and virtual networks (Kolli Khormouji, 2018). It
Is worth noting that this line of research is highly community-oriented,
and a considerable gap remains in the context of educational military
camps.

Despite the growing use of social media for scientific communication,
collaboration, and information sharing, this study also considers the
role of time management in fostering awareness and facilitating
research. The absence of effective time management has been
identified as a critical barrier to information acquisition (Hagparast et
al., 2017). Given the transformative role of communication tools and
social media in disseminating information and shaping awareness, it is
essential to investigate their impact on civil (passive) defense,
particularly in relation to the information literacy of military
personnel.
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While previous studies have explored the influence of virtual social
networks on passive defense with respect to the mediating role of
information literacy, limited attention has been given specifically to
this relationship within training camp settings. Therefore, the present
study aims to examine the impact of social networks on passive
defense, with a focus on the mediating effect of information literacy
among conscripted personnel.

Methodology

This study employs a quantitative research design, using statistical
analysis to test hypotheses by measuring variables on quantitative
scales. Methodologically, it follows a descriptive-correlational
approach: it not only provides a snapshot of the current state of key
research variables but also investigates the factors influencing passive
defense.

This study utilized both library research and field methods. A
standardized questionnaire was used for data collection.

To explore cause-and-effect relationships, SEM—a multivariate
statistical analysis method from the regression family—was
employed. This technique allows simultaneous testing of multiple
regression equations.

Findings

First Hypothesis: The use of social networks has a direct effect on the
passive defense of a training camp. The t-statistic for the effect of
virtual social networks on passive defense was 2.63, exceeding the
critical value of 1.96, thus confirming the hypothesis. The path
coefficient was 0.66, indicating a statistically significant direct effect.
Second Hypothesis: The use of social networks has a direct effect on
information literacy. The t-statistic for this relationship was 2.17,
again exceeding 1.96 and confirming the hypothesis. The path
coefficient was 0.39, reflecting a significant direct effect.

Third Hypothesis: The information literacy of duty personnel has a
direct effect on passive defense. The t-statistic here was 2.48,
confirming a significant relationship. The reported effect was 0.66,
again demonstrating a significant direct impact.
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Conclusion

Main Hypothesis: The use of virtual social networks affects the
passive defense of an educational camp, mediated by the information
literacy of duty personnel.

Given the confirmation of all sub-hypotheses, the main hypothesis is
also validated. Information literacy serves as a significant mediating
variable, through which virtual social networks exert an indirect,
positive, and statistically significant effect on passive defense, with a
coefficient of 0.23.

The primary aim of this study was to investigate how the use of virtual
social networks influences passive defense in educational military
camps, considering the mediating effect of information literacy. Based
on the conceptual model introduced in the first chapter and the
empirical results, it is evident that social media positively impacts
both passive defense and information literacy, with the latter playing a
mediating role in this relationship. Given these findings—and
considering the strategic importance of passive defense in enhancing
national deterrence—qgreater attention must be paid to virtual social
networks and media literacy as tools for strengthening passive
defense. Social media platforms have become integral to the lives of
most users and significantly influence not only social dynamics but
also areas such as education, healthcare, and professional development
(Rahimi & Fattahi, 2019, p. 202). Therefore, the widespread use of
social networks presents a valuable opportunity to improve passive
defense practices and associated behaviors.
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