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Objective: The main purpose of this research is to identify the components
of territorial influence and design the pattern of territorial influence using the
findings of the research.

Methodology: This research is descriptive-analytical in terms of its
fundamental purpose and nature and method. Upstream documents and
library sources have been used to identify the components of territorial
influence. Qualitative data analysis based on the content analysis method
(MAXQDA software), which led to the identification of more than 87 basic
themes.

Findings: After combining and summarizing, these basic themes were
reduced to 48 central themes and finally 9 main categories were extracted as
key components, and finally, after obtaining the approval of experts with a
researcher-made questionnaire, the model of territorial influence was
presented.

Originality: The results and findings of this research show that
territorial influence is one of the most important dimensions
of geopolitical influence and its key components are: having a
superior transit position, being in a better communication
position, having a wider area and territory for the invading
country, hydropolitics and Infiltrating water relations in other
peripheral countries, having more suitable climatic conditions
than the infiltrating countries, location of interesting places
such as: religious and pilgrimage or ethnic and historical
places, etc. inside the infiltrating country, having a number of
neighbors, access to open waters and the degree of mastery
over international straits.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Geopolitical influence has been defined as the ability of a country to
influence other countries and regions due to the interrelationship and
interaction of hard power, soft power, and interdependent power -
with respect to a specific geopolitical region with limited spatial
distance; In other words, from their point of view, geopolitical
influence refers to the ability resulting from the size and
comprehensive power of one's geopolitical position (Wang & Others,
2015). Based on this, territorialism can be mentioned as a basic
concept in political geography, and it can be called a behavioral
phenomenon that is related to the organization of space - in the form
of areas of influence with specific territorial boundaries. The main
goal of this research is to identify the components of territorial
influence and to design a model of territorial influence using the
findings of the research; Since so far no research has been found that
has dealt with territorial influence with a geopolitical approach; The
researcher has tried to identify, explain and design a model for
territorial influence by examining the available documents and
resources and using the opinion of technical experts. Its importance is
in familiarizing the officials and policy makers of the country with the
territorial capacities for planning in order to maintain and develop the
country's influence in the territories of interest beyond the political
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borders, and its necessity is in the sense that if this category is
neglected, the potential capabilities to achieve the goals National lost,
or with incomplete or wrong policies, leads to lost opportunities and
damage to national interests.

Methodology

This research is descriptive-analytical in terms of its fundamental
purpose and nature and method. Upstream documents and library
sources have been used to identify the components of territorial
influence. Analysis of qualitative data based on content analysis
method has been done.

Findings

After combining and summarizing, these basic themes were reduced
to 48 main themes and finally 9 main categories were extracted as key
components and finally after obtaining Confirmation of experts with a
researcher-made questionnaire, territorial influence model is
presented.

Conclusion

The results and findings of this research show that "influence" as a
concept related to power and its application in international relations is
a question to be pondered and has a long history and includes all forms
of power - from hard to soft - a collective influence It is one of the
capabilities of a government that is applied in a real way and in order
to influence the behavior of other actors and has many dimensions and
components (Jaafari Harandi, 2015: 17). Territorial influence is the
extent and manner of influence of a political actor by taking advantage
of the characteristics of his geopolitical position to influence the
political, economic, socio-cultural, military and other systems
processes beyond the political borders, to change or impose a certain
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behavior on other actors and It is competitors (Saeedifard, 1402: 27).
In fact, in many cases, territorial influence is mixed with territorialism
and territorialization of countries and political actors. Based on this,
territorialism can be mentioned as a basic concept in political
geography, and it can be called a behavioral phenomenon that is
related to the organization of space - in the form of areas of influence
with specific territorial boundaries. Changes in the geopolitical realm
In most cases occur as a result of geopolitical competitions of powers
(Hafeznia, 1385: 114). Today, with the expansion of the types of
governance in political, economic, cultural and similar dimensions, we
see that some territories, although they have a separate government, are
considered under the influence of the power or great powers (Muir,
2012: 20). Geopolitical influence is divided into eight dimensions of
political influence, economic, cultural-social, military, science and
technology, territorial, strategic resources and spatial sources, which a
powerful government actor uses in order to achieve her goals. Also, in
a comprehensive definition, territorial influence, the extent and manner
of influence of a political actor by using the characteristics of his
geopolitical position to influence political, economic, cultural-social,
military processes and other systems beyond political borders, to
change or impose A specific behavior is defined on other actors and
competitors; Every country as a political unit has a specific territory
surrounded by international borders. In order to maintain their security
and provide the interests of their people, governments seek to control
and exploit other territories beyond their borders. In this research, by
collecting the existing literature, examining relevant documents and
documents and using the opinions of domestic and foreign experts, a
new concept and literature has been produced that includes all the
above-mentioned cases under a scientific, comprehensive concept and
understood by experts and experts, under the title " “territorial
influence” has been placed, Territorial penetration with the definition
mentioned above, with 9 components: Having a superior transit
position, being in a better communication position, having a wider
scope and territory for the invading country, hydropolitics and
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penetrating water relations in other peripheral countries (by
implementing water policies, having water sources, having more fresh
water resources, more rainfall, having an upstream position, etc.),
Having more suitable climatic conditions than the infiltrating
countries, the location of interesting places such as: religious and
pilgrimage or ethnic and historical places, etc. inside the infiltrating
country, having the number of neighbors, Access to open waters and
the degree of dominance over international straits will be an efficient
tool so that a country can expand its sphere of influence by planning on
these variables and relying on territorial capabilities and other
capabilities at its disposal, and while neutralizing or reducing threats,
interests to study his nationality. The mere possession of territorial
capacities without the existence of internal capability and the will of
the rulers and policy makers of a country will not lead to the
establishment of strong territorial influence; Therefore, it is suggested
that politicians and national planners, while identifying their territorial
capabilities, plan and actively follow up to develop territorial influence
beyond their borders based on the model designed in this research.
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