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Abstract

Background and Objective: Defense thought is the result of any thinking
and reflection about defense and security matters. The explanation of the
Supreme Leader's defense thought, as one of the prominent scholars in the
discussion of grass-roots defense in the direction of creating stable security
of the country, can be effective in increasing the cohesion between the
government, the people and the sovereign, as well as increasing the national
power. The purpose of this research is to provide a model of basic public
defense by using the defense ideas of the supreme command.

Methodology: The research strategy is applied-developmental and its
implementation method is descriptive (contextual-case and correlational).
The sample population includes 60 experts and experts. Data analysis has
been analyzed using structural equation modeling method with partial least
squares approach using PLS software.

Findings: Identifying the dimensions of defense and preparedness with the
components of defense and public preparedness, all-round defense and
defense-security, mobilization and popular forces, public morale and
determination, unity and national ideal, and hostility.

Conclusion: The basic people's defense model, using the defense ideas of
the Supreme Commander of the General Forces, includes 2 dimensions, 7
components and 46 indicators.
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The model of grass-roots defense using the defense ideas of the
Supreme Commander-in-Chief of Imam Khamenei
Extended Abstract

Background and Objective:

The concept of national defense has undergone significant transformation in recent decades,
moving beyond a purely military understanding toward a comprehensive framework that
includes social, political, economic, and cultural dimensions. In this evolving context, the
participation of the people has become a central element of national resilience and strategic
stability. In the defense-oriented discourse of the Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Khamenei, the
people are not considered peripheral actors in security affairs, but rather the essential foundation
of a robust and sustainable defense system. From this perspective, people-based defense
represents a multidimensional approach in which the collective capacity of society is mobilized
to preserve sovereignty, enhance deterrence, and reinforce national cohesion. However, despite
the theoretical significance of this notion, the literature lacks a coherent and integrated model
that systematically explains people-based defense on the basis of the Supreme Leader’s defense
ideas across military, political, economic, and cultural domains. Accordingly, the present study
aimed to develop a conceptual model of people-based defense grounded in those ideas, with the
purpose of identifying its main dimensions, core components, and operational indicators. The
study sought to provide a structured framework that could be used both in theoretical discussions
and in practical defense planning.

Methodology

This research employed a documentary and conceptual design based on systematic analysis of
authoritative texts and scholarly literature. The primary sources included the Supreme Leader’s
defense-related statements, doctrinal materials, and relevant internal and external theoretical
works on defense, public participation, resilience, and strategic security. The research process
began with identifying the conceptual gap surrounding the absence of a comprehensive people-
based defense model. The researchers then reviewed the available literature and extracted
recurring themes, principles, and constructs related to the role of the people in defense. These
data were analyzed and organized through a conceptual categorization process that transformed
dispersed ideas into a hierarchical framework. The resulting model was developed by identifying
the logical relationships among concepts and grouping them into dimensions, components, and
indicators. The study also considered model-fit criteria, indicating that the proposed framework
was assessed for conceptual consistency and theoretical adequacy. Through this procedure, the
research moved from doctrinal and theoretical fragments toward an integrated model capable of
explaining how popular participation contributes to national defense in multiple domains.
Findings

The findings demonstrate that the proposed people-based defense model consists of two
dimensions, seven components, and forty-six indicators. This structure shows that the model is
both comprehensive and operationally meaningful. The two dimensions represent the broad
conceptual foundations of the model, while the seven components define its principal functional
elements. The forty-six indicators provide a detailed operational basis for understanding,
implementing, and evaluating the model in practical settings. The results indicate that people-
based defense should not be restricted to military preparedness alone; instead, it must be
understood as a holistic strategic system involving the mobilization of social capacity, the
strengthening of political unity, the enhancement of economic resilience, and the reinforcement



5y Military Science and Tactics @

(L L T [ e— hatps/ /Wwww.aimst.ir e 1S54 45002670 Prine BA2 2008- 1513

of cultural identity and solidarity. In this sense, the model offers a broad interpretation of defense
in which the people act as the core source of strength, continuity, and legitimacy. The findings
also suggest that the model has practical value for defense and governmental institutions, as it
can serve as a framework for strategic planning, policy development, and organizational
coordination. By clarifying the structure of people-based defense, the study provides a basis for
translating abstract strategic ideas into actionable and institutionally relevant measures.
Conclusion
The study concludes that people-based defense is a multidimensional and strategically significant
concept that should be treated as a fundamental pillar of national security. Based on the defense
ideas of the Supreme Leader, the proposed model shows that effective defense depends not only
on military readiness, but also on the active participation of the people and the coordination of
political, economic, and cultural capacities. The identification of two dimensions, seven
components, and forty-six indicators provides a structured conceptual foundation for both
scholarly research and practical application. The model suggests that defense institutions and
state organizations can benefit from a more inclusive and people-centered approach, one that
strengthens resilience, social cohesion, and strategic alignment. In practical terms, such a model
may improve defense planning and support more effective integration between society and
institutional structures. In theoretical terms, the study contributes to the literature by offering a
structured interpretation of people-based defense and demonstrating how doctrinal ideas can be
transformed into an analytical framework. Future studies may build on this model by testing it
empirically, refining its indicators, and examining its applicability in other contexts. Overall, the
research emphasizes that defense in the modern era must be understood not merely as a military
activity, but as a collective national process grounded in popular participation and
comprehensive strategic integration.

Keywords: Model, defensive thought, people-based defense, all-round defense.
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